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involving as it did the very independence of the yeomanry
itself.    At Oxford the master Shoemakers kept the funds
of the journeymen in their own hands.    The journeymen
objected   to   this   arrangement,   and   after   much   ' strife,
debates and controversies ' the control of the common box
was vested in the bailiffs of the town *.    As a rule financial
disputes turned over the maintenance of lights and torches
upon the altars of saints.    At Hereford, where trouble arose
over this matter, the journeymen Shoemakers complained
that the wardens withheld their accounts 2.   Again, at Bristol
* divers debates and variances ' were occasioned between
the masters and journeymen of the Cordwainers as to the
finding of torches ;  and it was settled that the serving-men
should maintain their own lights, collecting money among
themselves for the purpose 3.    At Coventry the journeymen
Weavers were required to pay twelvepence to the chief
master for every brother admitted into their fraternity4;
and at Exeter the journeymen Tailors had to contribute
to the maintenance of lights and a priest 5.    Our fullest
knowledge of the controversy is derived from the Weavers of
Northampton.    Every master ' at his entry into the livery
of the masters ' paid eightpence towards the maintenance
of the torches, and every journeyman ' at his entry into
the  livery  of the  journeymen'   paid  fourpence.     " And
forasmuch as the masters and journeymen have stood in
variance before this time whether the said money should be
paid to the sustenance of the masters' torches or of the
journeymen's torches, now therefore the said masters and
journeymen by their common assent be accorded and agreed
in this wise for evermore, that all the said money shall be
put in common as well to the sustenance of the torches of
the masters as to the torches of the journeymen without any
severance " 6.    A further question arises as to how far the
journeymen had any voice in the control of the gild and
the election of wardens.    There was undoubtedly a growing
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